“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”
2 Corinthians 4:6

8
APPLE OF HIS EYE
The discovery of the Shepherd-King in the main picture
was an exciting find! When Kirk discovered the detailed
picture of the Lord in the foundation, however, I had a
difficult time processing it at first. I guess you could say I
was a little freaked out. I had been working with the
pictures for nearly six months, and yet I had never noticed
this particular image. How was I supposed to process it? I
felt a little overwhelmed, to say the least.
Oftentimes Kirk and I will interpret the illustrations
differently. If other people should happen to see the
pictures, they probably notice unique things as well. There
is so much to them. Within the larger images, there are
smaller ones. I am convinced that a human artist would not
be able to create something as intricate or as lovely,
especially using light.
It is important to note that God probably used reflection

and refraction to create the illustrations within the button.
Whenever I use a magnifying tool to enlarge the tiny
images, I have to touch-up the lines. If you look carefully,
you can see where the lines have been hidden. There is a
difference between computer art and the Lord’s
illustrations. There is a difference between natural tools like
paint or ink and God’s heavenly light. If you have any
doubts about the origin of the pictures, please take some
time to analyze them on your computer. Download the
images, and then enlarge them. Pick an illustration, and
then compare it to some of the great paintings. You will be
amazed to discover that there is nothing like it on earth.
The pictures are most certainly heaven-sent.
Kirk and my dad have been such an encouragement to me
during this project. First of all, they love me, so naturally
they support me. Secondly, they know that I could never
come up with something like this on my own. I don’t have
a great deal of artistic skill. Plus, it would take a substantial
amount of scriptural knowledge to put something like this
together. I figure it would take a greater miracle for me to
suddenly have the expertise to create this work of art. In
light of this fact, it is easier to believe that God did it
Himself.
I remember how happy I was the day I took the pictures. It
was a joyous day! Simply put, I was happy to be happy, and
it was wonderful to enjoy life again. Photography, in
general, has helped me see life with fresh eyes. I had
experienced several years of heartache, but I was finally

feeling better. Learning how to take pictures was a fun
adventure. I must also mention that I wasn’t thinking of
spiritual things that afternoon. I was simply trying to learn
how to use my new camera. It seemed like a very natural
thing to do.
Around lunchtime, it was 95 degrees outside and very
humid. The sun was shining brightly, and I could feel beads
of sweat forming on my forehead. I crouched beside a
butterfly bush to photograph a pink button with tiny facets
like a diamond. It was hanging on a thin branch. Suddenly,
it seemed as if everything slowed down around me. I could
hear each click as I pressed the button on the camera. I
remember thinking that I was finally getting the hang of it.
Everything just seemed right. As my legs slowly
straightened, I continued to take pictures of the button
from different angles. The entire process took about 15-20
seconds.
When I went inside to look at the photos, I noticed a white
cloud in the last three pictures. There was nothing white
around the butterfly bushes, so I figured condensation may
have formed on the lens. It also could have come from the
direct sunlight that day.
I immediately deleted any blurry pictures. Then I began to
analyze the remaining ones. A good half an hour must have
passed before I noticed something unusual. There was a
scene within one of the buttons. It looked like mountains
and a river. I zoomed in to get a closer look. Right away, I
recognized it as the New Jerusalem! In Revelation 21:10-11,

the beloved disciple says that an angel showed him “the
Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was
like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as
crystal.”

Someday, when the heavenly clouds in the heavenly temple
roll away, we will see the Lord. We will see His face!
It is important to note that the picture of the Lord is only a
picture. It is not the Lord Himself. And yet, it came from
His heavenly hand, so that makes it special in its own way.

At this point in our study, I would like to take a closer look
at Jesus’ face. Let’s begin with His eyes. Second Chronicles
16:9 tells us that “the eyes of the Lord range throughout
the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully
committed to him.” When I look at the picture of Jesus, it’s
as if He is looking directly at me, as well as through me. It’s
as if He can see the depths of my heart and soul.

You may have noticed how the Lord’s nose, mouth, beard,
and mustache are all very clear. His eyes, however, are
more impressionistic.
Jesus’ left eye, which is
pictured on our right, has a
dark pupil.

Above the Lord’s eye and to the right is an apple; at least I
think it looks like an apple. It has a golden color with a leaf
in the upper right-hand corner.

The arrows point to the
apple and its leaf.

Zechariah 2:8 explains that “whoever touches you [Israel]
touches the apple of his eye….” The phrase “apple of my
eye” means that something or someone is cherished above
all others. Israel has always been special to God. They are
His chosen people. The way He protects them and watches
over them is similar to how we protect our eyes from harm.
The apple, or pupil, of the eye is the most sensitive.
Therefore, we generally guard it more carefully.
At the end of Moses’ life, he wrote a song that the Israelites
were supposed to learn. One verse speaks about Jacob. It
says that God “shielded him and cared for him; he guarded
him as the apple of his eye…” (Deuteronomy 32:10).
It is important to note that Gentiles are dear to the Lord as
well. We have been grafted into His glorious tree! He

watches over us since we are His people too. Thank You,
Lord!
The apple of His eye in the
picture is likely symbolic. He
has placed the apple where His
eye would normally be. Here
we see the creativity of the
Great Artist!
As we have already learned, King David prayed the
following: “Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in
the shadow of your wings” (Psalm 17:8).

King David

In the Book of Proverbs, we receive wise instruction. It
says to “keep my commands and you will live; guard my
teachings as the apple of your eye” (Proverbs 7:2). Just as
we protect our eyes from harm, we should also protect the
Law of the Lord in the way that we live.

The Lord’s other eye is in line with the apple.

Let’s take a look at it from a distance.

Remember, the Lord’s other pupil is below the apple.

Proverbs 25:11 says that “a word fitly
spoken is like apples of gold in
pictures of silver” (KJV). The apples
in this verse could be golden-colored.
They could also represent a different
kind of fruit, such as a pomegranate,
citron, orange, or apricot (fruits of a
similar color). The pictures of silver
are likely something decorative, such
as baskets or dishes. A basket,
interestingly enough, is entwined
much like the tree of life.

Jesus is the
Word fitly
spoken in
every season.

In Revelation 2:7, Jesus says, “To the one who is
victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life,
which is in the paradise of God.”

What a blessing it will be to eat from the tree of life!
Perhaps we will enjoy a golden-colored apple, a
pomegranate, a citron, an orange, or an apricot. Since there
are twelve fruits, we may get to enjoy all of them at some
point in time (22:2).
I must add, however, that it isn’t simply about sustaining
life and service. More importantly, it is about close
communion with the Lord. He pours His life into us. And
we, in return, utilize His life and provisions in service to
Him. There is a closeness in the process.
Before this section ends, I must point out how Israel is like
the pupil of an eye on a map. It is in the middle of all the
countries. When you read or watch the news, Israel is
usually the center of attention. It’s location, I believe, is not
a coincidence.

Breath of Life
The Lord’s glory in His kingdom is like the lampstand in
the holy place. He lights up His own beauty! It is with our
eyes that we will look and see the Lord in all His glory.
The altar of incense, as well as the censer, provide a sweetsmelling aroma in the temple. In Genesis 2:7, it says that
“the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life….” When
we take a breath, it is usually through the nose. As our
lungs fill up, the chest expands. Even if we don’t smell a
sweet-smelling aroma, it is a very sweet process that was
designed by God. There is nothing quite like taking a deep
breath.
The other day, I discovered a beautiful illustration within
the Lord’s chest. You may recall how He shares a chest
with His mother, Mary.

Here we have the face of a fawn. In Psalm 42:1, it says, “As
the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for
you, my God.”

The arrows point
to the fawn’s eyes.

The King James version says, “As the hart panteth after the
water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God”
(Psalm 42:1). Even though the word “hart” has a different
spelling and meaning than the word “heart,” I think the
placement of the fawn was intentional. I believe the Lord is
trying to express the feeling one has when he or she is
desperate for water, or perhaps desperate for the Lord.
When a deer pants for water, it is breathing deeply. Its
chest is expanding. The deer cannot wait to find the nearest
stream, so it can find refreshing. How many people feel this
way spiritually? We all long for the Living Water, Jesus.

When I looked up the word “hart” in the Strong’s
Concordance, I found an interesting definition. It is ayal in
Hebrew, which is “a stag or male deer.” One of the root
words is uwl, which means “to twist.” Yes, it means to
twist! It also means to “be strong,” “powerful,” and
“mighty.” It is “the body (as being rolled together),” which
is similar to a flower curled up in a bud.
I have to take a moment to express my deep love for deer.
It all started when I was a little girl. I used to keep a picture
of a fawn on my wall. And one of my favorite memories is
the day that Kirk and I visited a farm in Minnesota where
they had deer.

A number of years ago, here in Raleigh, I looked out my
window and discovered a skinny doe in our yard. She was
eating some birdseed that I had left for the squirrels. There
was a shortage of acorns that year, so by springtime people
were finding pregnant does that had died. My girl, who I
named Molly, was nearly one of them. Within the next
month or so, however, she began to fill out. She became
my wild baby very quickly. That June, she gave birth to
twins, Dolly and Dale. In the years to come, Molly had six
fawns. Some of her young ones are still having babies in
our neck of the woods.

Last autumn, I went outside in the evening to put some
nuts and seeds out for the animals. Suddenly, eight deer
were around me! There were four bucks, three does, and a
fawn. Several of them ran in a circle. One jumped over a
shrub. I could hear their breath. My heart leapt as they
leapt! It was wonderful. You are probably thinking that I
shouldn’t be that close to wild animals. Well, that may be
true, but I haven’t had a problem so far. I even found an
antler from one of the young bucks that I keep on my desk.
When I researched my Scandinavian heritage, I discovered
the Sami people. They actually herd reindeer. Now, that
would be the kind of job for me! I have to wonder if I
descended from this people group. I wouldn’t be surprised.
I still can’t believe the Lord has a place for me in His
illustrations. I am currently rewriting a Bible study called
Hourglass, The Day and Hour. I plan to use this particular
picture on the cover. That way we will be able to see the
details better.
In the picture on the
right, there are at least
two deer faces. The arrow
points to the nose of the
first deer. The image is
faint, but the nose and
eyes are large.
This could be Molly.

Here is the entire picture. The arrow points to the nose of
second deer, which is also the eye of the first deer.

The phrase “face to face” means that there is a very close
connection, or communion. For example, Jesus and His
mother likely shared a closeness. That’s why her picture is
within His.

I debated whether to share the picture of my mother and
me since the images are faint. I have decided, however, to
do my best to share them with you. Let’s begin with my
profile. I have outlined it on the right.

My mom’s profile is below on the left. Our faces are
intertwined. We used to talk about Jesus for hours and yet
it seemed like minutes. We shared a very close spiritual
connection. The Lord is recognizing this closeness in His
illustration. It is very precious.

My Mom

My dad’s face is near the back of my head, representing his
instruction in my life. The arrow points to his eye.

He shares a face with what
could be a koala or a cat.
My dad’s eyes make up the
animal’s ears.

One thing I would like to mention about my dad is how he
always took me to church when I asked him. I really
appreciate that about him! Along with Mom and Kirk, he
has always helped me in so many ways.
My mom lost four babies before she had me. I think they
are in the picture as well. The largest profile is next to my
mom’s. This could be my brother.

There are also three more
tiny faces near the crown.

I must mention that Kirk got a pair of glasses last year, and
I just got some a few days ago. An eyeglass definitely helps
us see things more clearly. Even a camera lens can capture
things that we may otherwise miss. In 1 Corinthians 13:12,
the apostle Paul says, “For now we see through a glass,
darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then
shall I know even as also I am known” (KJV). Someday,
when we come face to face with our Lord, everything will
be clear. His glory, His light, His truth, will shine so
brightly that we will understand things in a way we have
only dreamed. God’s glory will be understood as we look
into Jesus’ eyes and see His beautiful face (2 Corinthians
4:6). We know in part right now, but when we enter His
kingdom, we will know Him as He knows us. Sometimes
I’m overwhelmed, but in a good way, by how well He
knows me. He even captured my cat, Katarina. This is
exactly the way I carry her.

There are two pictures of me
intertwined on the right. I have
outlined my face looking down.
Katarina is in my arms.

Bread of Life
Jesus demonstrated His power and authority over the
natural world when He fed the 5,000. His provision was
natural, although He had a spiritual message. When the
Israelites wandered in the wilderness, God rained down
bread from heaven. In John 6:32, Jesus tells the people that
“it is my Father who gives you the true bread from
heaven.”

In the picture above, the bread bowl is open on the left.
This represents the unveiling of the Lord Jesus. We also see
an illustration of the bread of the face.
The table of shewbread, as we have learned, was on the
priest’s right-hand side as he entered the holy place. This
points to communion. There is something personal about
sharing a meal, especially with the Lord Jesus. To be in His
presence (bread of the presence), and to look upon His
face (bread of the face), is nourishing to the spirit and the
soul.

Whenever the Lord had contact with the face of someone
or something in the Bible, it was always powerful. Whether
it was the face of the deep in creation, the face of Moses on
the mountain, or the face of Jacob when they wrestled,
God had a reason for this kind of contact. There was a
purpose behind these encounters. He touched them with
His presence, He revealed Himself in part, for a special
purpose. Isn’t it exciting that we will get to see the Lord
face to face in His kingdom one day?
In Psalm 24:3, King David wonders, “Who may ascend the
mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place?”
He then says that it is “the one who has clean hands and a
pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false
god” (v. 4). It is because of the death and resurrection of
the Lord Jesus that we have a way to enter God’s presence.
One day we will have an opportunity stand before His
throne. We will sit as His heavenly table. We will kneel
before Him in worship. In Psalm 95:6-7, it says, “Come, let
us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our
Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his
pasture, the flock under his care.”

The Good Shepherd

A couple of years ago, I was thinking about the position of
life, which I believe is kneeling. If you think about it, even a
baby in the womb begins to form in this position. God
says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set you apart” (Jeremiah 1:5). As
God formed each one of us, He set us apart to pray and
worship Him. We have been set apart for Him, to lift up
His name and bow in His presence. Our fellowship with
God is clearly seen in the position of life. Praise God for
His creative hand! May we continue to kneel before our
Maker every day of our lives. Ephesians 3:14 says, “For this
reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family
in heaven and on earth derives its name.”

God has formed us, and He continues to transform us.
Like a fuzzy caterpillar that turns into a beautiful butterfly,
those who are in Christ “are being transformed into his
image with ever-increasing glory…” (2 Corinthians 3:18).
As we await the return of our Beloved, He continues to
change us through His Spirit and His Word.

I couldn’t think of a better way to end this book than to
share a hymn with you. It was written by Carrie Ellis Breck
in 1898. The title is “Face to Face.”
Face to face with Christ, my Savior,
Face to face—what will it be
When with rapture I behold Him,
Jesus Christ who died for me?
Face to face I shall behold Him,
Far beyond the starry sky;
Face to face in all His glory,
I shall see Him by and by!
Only faintly now I see Him
With the darkened veil between,
But a blessed day is coming
When His glory shall be seen.
What rejoicing in His presence,
When are banished grief and pain;
When the crooked ways are straightened
And the dark things shall be plain.
Face to face—oh, blissful moment!
Face to face—to see and know;
Face to face with my Redeemer,
Jesus Christ who loves me so.
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