“He made darkness his secret place.”
Psalm 18:11 (KJV)

5
THE SECRET PLACE
Every time I begin a new chapter, I feel a sense of
uncertainty as to whether I will be able to pull all the pieces
of this amazing puzzle together. Last week I spent some
time studying my notes, so I hope to share what I have
learned with you.
When God made a covenant with Abram, He took him
outside and told him to “look up at the sky and count the
stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then the Lord said,
“So shall your offspring be” (Genesis 15:5). The Lord also
promised Abram specific land (v. 7), but Abram wondered
how he would take possession of it (v. 8). In response to
his question, the Lord told him to take a “heifer of three
years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of
three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon” (v. 9,
KJV). He was to take the animals, divide them, and then lay
the pieces against one another (v. 10). The birds, however,
were not divided.

One day, while I was looking at the Stained Glass cover, I
suddenly noticed several animals’ heads within the Lord, as
well as around Him. The animals are clearest on the cover,
but I will attempt to point them out to you.
I noticed the heifer long
before the other animals.
Its head is in the Lord’s
lower abdomen. I think it
represents His intestines
and bowels of mercies
(Colossians 3:12, KJV).
The heifer has a
rectangular snout. Its
head takes up most of
the Lord’s lower belly.
The goat and the ram are
not as obvious. They are
below His chest where
the ribs would be located.
The goat has a tan and
white face with a black
nose. The ram has a
white face with a tiny dot
for a nose. They are all
young animals.
The arrows point to the
noses.

It is important to note that the heads are portrayed in an
area that would be hidden and protected. Organs in a torso,
of course, are hidden from sight. They are protected from
potential danger.
The Lord told Moses to lay the head and the fat on the
wood that is on the fire (Leviticus 1:8). When something is
fat, it has choice parts. The fatty parts tell us that the animal
has had proper care. The Lord asks for animals without
spot or blemish. He asks for the best, the choice. We are to
bring the finest to the Lord.

As we look at the west side of the picture, we see the Lord
lying down on the altar. The wood is represented by the
trunk of the tree of life, which continues through the
Lord’s belly. The fire is a flame at the bottom of the
picture, which could also be interpreted as a winding vine
from the tree. The pink on our right is the smoke from the
fire. When the image is turned to the east side, the smoke is
a part of the four living creatures.
Ezekiel 1:13 says that “the
appearance of the living creatures
was like burning coals of fire or
like torches.”

In Leviticus 1:9, the Lord says that the inwards and legs
should be washed in water. Then, all the pieces should be
burned on the altar. Interestingly enough, the water in the
picture flows from the Lord’s belly. He is the living water
that washes His own inward parts.
The washing of the animals’
legs reminds me of how the
priests would wash their
hands and feet at the laver.
And the inwards are like the
washing of our hearts, the
cleansing of our innermost
thoughts and intentions.

Wings of a Dove
The last two animals in Genesis 15:9 are a turtledove and a
young pigeon. There are several birds to the right of the
Lord (our left).

The two faces below look like two young doves. They are
looking straight ahead. Their beaks are gold, while their
heads are purple, possibly silver. The arrow points to the
largest beak.
The law of the Lord calls
for an offering of a pair of
turtledoves or two young
pigeons (Leviticus 1:14;
Luke 2:24, KJV).
The large beak also provides a profile for another bird’s
head. It could be a pigeon since they seem to have more of
a curve to the beak.

In the other miracle picture, there is a clear image of a dove
flying with outstretched wings. The crack in the foundation
makes up its wings.

King David says, “Though ye have lien among the pots, yet
shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and
her feathers with yellow gold” (Psalm 68:13, KJV).

King David’s face
is above the dove.

In Psalm 61:4, David says,
“I long to dwell in your tent
forever and take refuge in the
shelter of your wings.”

I’d like to take a moment to study the details of Psalm
68:13. Apparently, it has been a mystery to students of the
Bible for years, myself included. Since it has come up in my
studies several times, I decided to do a little more research.
Let’s begin with the word “lien.” According to the Strong’s
Concordance, the Hebrew word is shakab. Generally
speaking, it means “to lie down.” It also means “to lodge,”
“take rest,” “sleep,” or “stay.” When Joseph and Mary
traveled to Bethlehem, they may have stayed in a “sukkah,”
which is a small shelter built during the Feast of
Tabernacles.

The next word in our study is “pots.” Surprisingly enough,
the Hebrew word is shaw-fawth’, which is “a double stall for
cattle.” Other animals may stay in a stall as well.
I have often wondered about the man
who is lying down. He is wearing a
red robe with a hint of blue, and he
has a cream-colored head covering. I
think the red posts represent a double
stall. The stall is in the shape of a
square. Then, there is a cozy nook
above it where the man can rest.
Many years ago, I watched a program on Joseph and Mary’s
journey to Bethlehem. In the program, they described
living quarters above the stables in some of the homes. If
Joseph and Mary had tried to stay with his family, there
may not have been room for them. So, Joseph and Mary
may have stayed with the animals in the stable instead.
Therefore, the verse that says that “there was no room for
them in the inn” could mean there was no room for them
with the family in the living quarters (Luke 2:7, KJV).
What is fascinating about the phrase “lien among the pots”
is how Baby Jesus was born in a stable. He lodged among
the sacrificial animals. The red on the posts could even
represent the blood from the Passover lamb (Exodus 12:7,
23), as well as the blood on the side of the altar from the
temple sacrifices (Leviticus 1:11, 15; 5:9; 17:6). Jesus, of
course, was the perfect Lamb who was slain.

Come to think of it, the silver and gold in Psalm 68:13
could point to the Lord’s death. The Hebrew word for
“silver” is keceph, which means “money,” “price,” or
“silver.” As we know, Judas Iscariot betrayed (or sold) the
Lord Jesus for thirty pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15). And
the Hebrew word for “gold” is charuwts. It is “gold (as
mined)” or “a threshing-sledge (having sharp teeth).” This
brings to mind a pickaxe used in mining. The root word,
interestingly enough, is charats, possibly similar to a karat of
gold. It means “to point sharply” and “to wound.” You
may be thinking what I’m thinking. Jesus was “wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5, KJV).
In Psalm 68:13, the phrase “ye have lien among the pots”
could mean that Jesus was born among the sacrificial
animals. Then, the next phrase says that ye shall “be as the
wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with
yellow gold.” This could mean that the Lord would be sold
and killed as a sacrifice. The dove, of course, was one of
the sacrificial animals. The wonderful part of this verse,
however, is how the Lord’s ultimate glory will be revealed
in His kingdom. The verse describes silver wings and
golden feathers, beautiful characteristics probably found in
Heaven.
What is interesting about the sacrificial animals is how the
Lord provides an option for the rich, the working class, and
the poor. (I use these terms loosely.) For example, those

who had more wealth would bring an animal from the
herds. If they couldn’t afford to do this, then they would
bring an offering from the flocks. And if they were too
poor to afford a bird, then they could bring grain or bread
(Leviticus 1:10, 14; 2:1, 4-5, 7). The bread, like some of the
animals, was divided or parted into pieces (v. 6). When
Jesus took the bread during the Passover meal, He broke it
and gave it to His disciples, saying, “This is my body given
for you; do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19).
Instead of showing
bodily organs, the inner
pieces of the Lord are
portrayed by animals
from the herds. Right
beside Him are the
offerings from the
flocks. They have made
a nest near His altar
(Psalm 84:3). And the
manna from the tree of
life is directly above the
birds. This, of course, is
the offering of heavenly
grain or bread. Jesus is
the ultimate fulfillment
of every single offering.
The arrow points to the
white manna.

In the Beginning
I never get tired of reading the story of creation. In these
wonderfully poetic verses, we learn about darkness, light,
and several faces. The first face mentioned is the face of
the deep.

“And the earth was without
form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep”
(Genesis 1:2, KJV).

Within the dark moments of life, it is our hope that the
Lord’s face would shine upon us. In Numbers 6:24-25, it
says, “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: The Lord make
his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee” (KJV).

“And the Spir’-it of God
moved upon the face of the
waters” (Genesis 1:2, KJV).

Then, suddenly, out of the darkness comes light (v. 3).
“And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided
the light from the darkness” (v. 4, KJV). The word
“divided” reminds me of how some of the sacrificial
animals were divided. The Lord sets things apart for a
specific purpose. Then, in the process of creation, God
separates the light from darkness. Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To
every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven” (KJV). So, God calls the light Day, and
He calls the darkness Night (Genesis 1:5, KJV). The
Hebrew word for “night” is layil, which means “a twist
(away of light).” This is important to keep in mind.

“And God said,
Behold, I have given you
every herb bearing seed,
which is upon the face of
all the earth…”
(Genesis 1:29, KJV).

In Genesis 2:6, a mistiness
waters the whole face of the
ground (KJV).
There are several faces within
the ground (and water) in this
picture.

God could have used any number of words to describe
these things, but He chose the Hebrew word paniym.
According to the Strong’s Concordance, it is used “in a
great variety of applications, both literally and figuratively.”
We have already learned that it describes the shewbread
(the bread of the face) in the tabernacle and temple.
There is certainly something personal about the face, even
the face of the deep, the waters, the ground, and the face of
all the earth. In the miracle picture, all the sacrificial animals
are acknowledged with an illustration of the face, not a
hoof, not a belly, nor a shoulder.
You may be wondering if
there is a face of a lamb in
the picture. Well, I
discovered the sweetest lamb’s
face above the Lord. It is
white with a black nose.

White Face
There is also a lamb on
the altar of sacrifice in
between the Lord’s legs.

Black Face

Darkness
This next section, I have to admit, was a little challenging at
first. Not too long ago, I read Genesis 15:12 and wondered
how on earth God and darkness could work together. The
King James Version says, “And when the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell upon A’-bram; and, lo, an horror of
great darkness fell upon him.” The Hebrew word for
“darkness” is chasheka, which means “darkness” or
“misery.” And the “horror” Abram felt comes from the
word eymah. It is “dread,” “fear,” “horror,” “terrible,”
“terror,” and even “idol.” Suddenly, I realized that it wasn’t
so much that we should fear darkness. Rather, we should
fear that God won’t be with us in the darkness. If you look
at Genesis 15:1, the Lord tells Abram, “Fear not…I am thy
shield, and thy exceeding great reward” (KJV).
There are times in life, and places within each one of us,
where God allows darkness. It is within those dark places
that we discover the only way out is by way of His light. No
matter how heavy the darkness, the night, the adversity, no
matter how it tries to overtake us, the light is always
stronger, brighter. In fact, a time will come when all that
was done in secret—whether good or bad—will be brought
to light (Mark 4:22; Luke 8:17).
Psalm 18:11 says that “He made darkness his covering, his
canopy around him—the dark rain clouds of the sky.” The
tabernacle tent, I have to believe, is symbolic of the
darkness around the Lord. The holy place is dark until the

lampstand is lit. Verse 12 says that “out of the brightness of
his presence clouds advanced, with hailstones and bolts of
lightning.” Isn’t it wonderful how the Lord is willing to be
a part of a storm for the greater good? I am grateful that
He is with us through life’s storms.
During the millennial reign, the Lord’s light will shine
brightly for all the world to see. Let’s take a moment to
read Isaiah 60:2-3. It says, “See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises
upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.”
The Lord did not allow Abram to remain in darkness.
Genesis 15:17 says, “And it came to pass, that, when the
sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace,
and a burning lamp…passed between those pieces” (KJV).
As you may recall, the pieces were from the heifer, the she
goat, and the ram (v. 9). The birds, however, were not
divided. It is likely that the smoking furnace and burning
lamp passed by them as well.
As we approach the holy place from
an angle (east to west), we can see the
(1) lampstand, the (2) golden bowl
from the table, and the (3) censer.
I believe the smoking furnace and
burning lamp could represent the
censer and lampstand.

I find it interesting how the lampstand and censer are next
to one another in the picture. Oftentimes I have wondered
if they have a close connection.
Lampstand & Censer
The lampstand looks
like a harp menorah.
When the Israelites were in the wilderness, the Lord went
ahead of them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire
by night (Exodus 13:21). The pillar of cloud is similar to
the censer and smoking furnace, while the pillar of fire is
like the lampstand and burning lamp. The simple point is
that God’s presence was with His people during difficult
times. He did not leave them on their own to fend for
themselves.
The Secret Place
One of the most important places we will ever go on this
earth is the place of prayer. In Matthew 6:6, the Lord Jesus
says to “go into your room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you.” When people pray in
public, they may want to be seen by others (v. 5). Jesus says
that they have already received their reward. The sad part is
that they may have never known the Lord very well. If they
did, they would have wanted to spend time with Him alone.
Instead, they chose to fellowship with people rather than
God. Of course, there is a time and a place to pray with

others. However, the majority of our prayers should be
done in secret.
Let’s take a look at the next verse. It says, “And when you
pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think
they will be heard because of their many words” (v. 7). In
certain church circles, I have noticed that some people
emphasize the volume of their prayers. They shout to the
Lord, thinking it will somehow get His attention. The
simple truth, however, is that the Lord is not hearing
impaired. He can hear the whispers of our hearts. I believe,
at least from my own experience, that the most heartfelt
prayers are likely the most quiet ones. That’s not to say that
there isn’t a time and a place to make a joyful noise. Of
course, there is!
When the priests entered the holy place, no one was
watching them. It was simply the priests serving the Lord.
This is a great example of our work in His kingdom. Of
course, it is possible that one could be called to serve the
Lord in a visible place. On the other hand, one may not. It
really doesn’t matter. The point is to serve God where He
has called you. Be faithful where He has set you. The Lord
knows whether we place any significance on being seen. He
understands our motives and intentions. The Lord, of
course, knows everything. He even knows what we need
before we ask (v. 8).
I couldn’t complete this section without mentioning one of
the most well-known psalms in the Bible. In fact, it was the
first one I ever memorized. The psalmist says, “He that

dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty” (Psalm 91:1, KJV).
Here we see a person who is in close fellowship with the
Lord. Let’s go ahead and read verse 4. It tells us that “He
will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you
will find refuge.” I like to think of the Lord’s prayer shawl
as His wings. Interestingly enough, there are many people
under Jesus’ wings in the picture.

Here is a man bowing
within the Lord.
The secret place, simply put, is where God’s children can
be close to Him for fellowship as well as protection.
It is true that only God can handle certain things in our
lives. I like to think that there are hidden things, secret
things, like the mysteries of the universe, the mysteries of
the tabernacle, the mysteries of the human body, and even
the mysteries of God’s restoration. Sometimes we don’t
know what to think or do. In Romans 8:26, it says that “the

Spirit helps us in our weakness.” When we don’t know
what or how to pray, the Spirit intercedes for us. God goes
beyond our prayers, beyond our understanding, beyond
anything we could ever say or do. He is the One who
reaches into the hidden places within us, places we do not
know or understand. Since God is omniscient, He knows
us better than we could ever know ourselves. Therefore,
certain prayers and mediation are reserved for Him alone.
The Spirit, therefore, intercedes for us in accordance with
God’s will (v. 27).
The Secret of His Tabernacle
Have I mentioned how much I enjoy King David’s
writings? One day Kirk and I decided that if there was one
person outside of Jesus who we would invite to dinner if
we could, it would be King David. I think the beloved
disciple, John, would be another interesting guest. Also, the
mother of Jesus would be fascinating. What do you think?
Who would you invite?
In Psalm 27:1, David says, “The Lord is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (KJV). This is the only
Old Testament verse that speaks of God as “light.” Other
verses describe “the abode of light” (Job 38:19), how God
“wraps himself in light as with a garment” (Psalm 104:2),
how “the Lord turns my darkness into light” (2 Samuel
22:29), and how “in your light we see light” (Psalm 36:9).
In order to find another verse where God is called “light,”
we have to go to the New Testament. In John 1:4-5, it says,

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the
light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended
it not” (KJV).
Some of my favorite study guides were written by David R.
Shepherd. They are appropriately called Shepherd’s Notes. In
his study on the gospel of John, Shepherd says that “Christ,
the Word, brings life, a life that serves as the ‘light’ for all
people. The life that Christ offers is not temporal; it is
eternal. It is of God” (12). This light—the light of Jesus—
dispels darkness. It also reveals hidden things. Shepherd
says that “the questions and concerns of this world that
find no ultimate answers are met by the Light that pierces
all darkness with the brilliance of truth, yet this truth has
been rejected.” There is a blessing for those who accept the
Lord’s light, however. First Peter 2:9 says that “ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light” (KJV). One day, when we live in the New
Jerusalem, there will be continual light. The beloved
disciple explains that “the city does not need the sun or the
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and
the Lamb is its lamp” (Revelation 21:23). He also says that
the gates will never be shut since there will be no night (v.
25).
As we return to Psalm 27, we learn that King David had
one desire. He wanted to dwell in the house of the Lord all
the days of his life, “to behold the beauty of the Lord, and

to enquire in his temple” (Psalm 27:4, KJV). Although we
may imagine an eternal temple (like David describes in
Psalm 23), he was likely speaking of a place of worship on
earth. In his book Psalms, Volume 1, James Montgomery
Boice says that “at this point God’s house was still a tent,
the tent David erected for the ark when he brought it from
Kiriath Jearim to Mount Zion” (240). Boice explains that it
wasn’t necessarily an earthly temple that David longed to
see, but rather the beauty of the Lord that would be found
at the temple in a special way.
One of my favorite psalms describes two birds in the house
of the Lord. It says that “even the sparrow has found a
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
have her young—a place near your altar, Lord Almighty,
my King and my God. Blessed are those who dwell in your
house; they are ever praising you” (Psalm 84:3-4).
In Psalm 27:5, David says, “For in the time of trouble he
shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle
shall he hide me…” (KJV). There have been many times
during this project when I have searched for a little insight
on a word only to discover an unexpected meaning. The
word “pavilion” happens to be one of them. According to
the Strong’s Concordance, the Hebrew word is cok, which
is “a hut (as of entwined boughs),” as well as “a lair,”
“covert,” “den,” “pavilion,” and “tabernacle.” First, I
would like to point out how the hut has entwined boughs.
The word “entwine,” of course, can be added to our
growing list of words (e.g., twist, wind, whirl, and coil).

Secondly, I would like to take a look at the words “lair” and
“den.” What happens to come to mind when you hear
these words? I tend to think of a lion. In Revelation 5:5,
Jesus is called the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

When I decided to set the cover for this book, I felt like the
Lord’s face should go on the right side. Of course, I didn’t
know why, but I soon discovered the reason. When I
looked at the completed cover, I suddenly noticed a lamb’s
face on the Lord’s right (our left). There is also a young
lion’s face, which is a part of the lamb.
The lamb is green since it is
probably a part of the
landscape on the mountainside.
It has two large eyes and a nose
with a curved mouth. The large
arrows point to the dark eyes.

In this picture, the lamb’s face looks like it is resting on a
table or an altar. The arrow points to its large nose.
The position of the
head is similar to a
sacrificial lamb on
an altar. The face
is at an angle.
In the next picture, the lamb is in between the other two
images I have already shared with you. It is the same lamb,
but we see its face in three separate positions. In this
particular position, the arrow points to its nose.

In the picture below, we see the lamb with an extended
chin. The arrow points to the chin. It is in the shape of a
rocky triangle, and it is lighter in color.

The extended chin, when added to the lamb’s face, makes
up the young lion’s face.

Lamb

Lion

I have placed the words “Lamb” and “Lion” underneath
their chins. The lion’s chin is a little crooked.
It is interesting to note
that the chin from the lion
cub makes up the top part
of its mother’s head.

There is a reason why I’m sharing so many images with
you. Of course, I would like to point out the young lion
and lamb. However, there is something else very special
about this picture. Had I not discovered the lion cub and
its mother, I probably wouldn’t have figured out that Jesus’
mother, Mary, is pictured with Him as well. In Looking
Glass, The City God Loves, I thought this particular picture
was another image of the Lord. However, I have come to
see it differently.
Please take note of
the serious face
within the Lord’s
beard. I believe this
is Mary. Her eyes
are looking down
toward the left-hand
corner. The arrow
points to her left eye
(pictured on our
right).
Since their faces are so intertwined, I believe the Lord is
illustrating the closeness they shared as mother and son.
No other person, I believe, felt the pain of Jesus’ death
more than His mother did. In 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8, the
apostle Paul says, “Just as a nursing mother cares for her
children, so we cared for you.”
It is true that no one else can present artwork like the Lord.

In this illustration, He and His mother share a chest. I have
seen many paintings where Mary is holding Baby Jesus.
None, however, have the mother set within the child.
Usually, the mother is larger than the child, but in this
picture Jesus is greater in size.

I find it very sweet how Jesus has taken special care to
illustrate His mother. How many children forget their
parents? The Lord, however, acknowledges the
commandment that says to “honor your father and your
mother…” (Exodus 20:12). Since He is the fulfillment of
the Law, He is a wonderful example to us all.

Mary, the mother of the Lord

When Joseph and Mary brought Baby Jesus to the temple
in Jerusalem, they offered a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons (Luke 2:24). Remember the two doves near
the Lord in the picture?

Then, a righteous and devout man named Simeon told
Mary that a sword would pierce her soul (v. 35). Even
though they escaped to Egypt for a time, I imagine Jesus’
childhood was one of the happiest times in Mary’s life
(Matthew 2:13-15). As the years passed, however, Mary
probably watched her son’s ministry expand. She probably
witnessed the growing hatred and jealousy toward Him. All

of this, I have to imagine, was painful for her to see. Then,
Mary came face to face with what every parent fears: her
son’s death. He was killed. When Jesus was dying on the
cross, Mary stood nearby (John 19:25). She saw the bruises
on His body, the wounds on His hands and feet, the blood
dripping from His forehead. She likely looked into her
son’s eyes and saw Him slipping away. Then, as a soldier
pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, Mary’s soul was pierced as
well. No one on earth loved Him the way she did.
Hide or Shine
During Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, His disciples were
terribly afraid. Peter even denied knowing Jesus. He denied
that he was a part of the Lord’s inner circle (Luke 22:54-62;
John 18:15-27). Fear will cause people to do crazy things. I
am sure Peter never dreamed he would run from the Lord.
Even the sincerest of believers may turn away from God
when faced with danger and death.
When Adam and Eve sinned, they were afraid. They hid
from the Lord God in the garden (Genesis 3:8-10). This is
an example of hiding, but in the bad sense of the word. It is
an attempt to conceal sin.
I’d like to read an important verse in the King James
Version where Isaiah prophesies Jesus’ death. He says that
the Lord “is despised and rejected of men; a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were
our faces from him” (Isaiah 53:3).

I have noticed that people tend to react to someone else’s
rejection in one of three ways: (1) Sometimes they join in,
and (2) other times they hide their faces. This is the sin
nature in full force. Ultimately, people are afraid. That’s
why they join in or run away. The third reaction isn’t as
common. This is where people actually face the rejection.
They (3) stick up for the humiliated person.
Darkness is often a place of fear, dread, and even pain.
However, it can also be a place of new beginnings. For
example, when darkness was upon the face of the deep,
God said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:2-3, KJV). We
can see the beauty of God’s light as we read a part of a
lovely psalm written by King David. The first verse says,
“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me” (Psalm
139:1).
“Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me,
your right hand will hold me fast.
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will hide me

and the light become night around me,’
even the darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were
written in your book
before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are your thoughts, God!
How vast is the sum of them!”
Psalm 139:7-17

There is a time when God hides His presence from people
and times when He shines His glory to light the way. In
Psalm 27:9, David says, “Do not hide your face from me,
do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my
helper. Do not reject me or forsake me, God my Savior.”
When the veil of the temple tore in two, a way was made
for all people to enter God’s presence (Matthew 27:51). In
Hebrews 10:19-22, it says, “Therefore, brothers and sisters,
since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us
through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure
water.”

The purple
prayer shawl
likely
represents the
veil torn in
two.

In Psalm 27:10, King David says, “Though my father and
mother forsake me, the Lord will receive me.” As much as
parents may love their children, there are limits to their
love. Some people even experience rejection from their
parents. Isaiah 49:15 says, “Can a mother forget the baby at
her breast and have no compassion on the child she has
borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!”
In Matthew 23:37, Jesus says that He longs to gather
Jerusalem’s children “as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings….” Just imagine the Lord opening His prayer shawl,
which is likely His heavenly wings, and allowing us to
gather underneath it. Psalm 91:4 says, “He will cover you
with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge.”
This brings us to the definition of “hide,” but in the good
sense of the word. It often means “to protect” and “obey”
(Isaiah 48:6).
There are also hidden things, secret things, that will be
brought to light in the right time. For example, we cannot
see the Lord in person at this moment, but a time will
come when we will see His beautiful face. I am grateful we
have a picture of the Lord to enjoy until that day arrives.
We also have a treasure of Scripture to cherish. How
blessed are we!
I would like to end this chapter with a priestly blessing
given to Moses, Aaron, and his sons. This is a blessing for
all the Israelites. It says, “The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace”
(Numbers 6:24-26).

